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About Esther Crockett Wornom 


Esther was very insistent that Crockett Family Oystermen be 
published in December 2002. It was important to her to 
document this history while she was still living. She died four 
months later. Part of her obituary is printed below. 

David Stall, Editor 
and Publisher 

Esther Crockett Wornom, 91, passed away on Friday, 

March 21,2003. A lifelong Seaford resident, she was a member of 
Zion United Methodist Church, a member of the adult Bible Class 
and also served as church historian. 

Mrs. Wornom was a member of the Seaford Women's Club, 
serving as president for several years. She was also a member of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, United Daughters of 
the Confederacy, and the York County Historical Society. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, William Samuel 
Wornom Sr. She leaves to cherish her memory her son, William 
S. Wornom Jr. and his wife, Barbara, of Seaford; two sisters, 

Annie Montgomery of Arizona and Nell Moore of Seaford; two 
grandchildren, Richard Wornom and his wife, Jennifer, and 
Sherry Wornom, all of Seaford; as well as many nieces and 
nephews. 

About the title 

In Gloucester, Massachusetts, there is a large Bronze Statue 
of a Fisherman standing at the wheel of his boat. His position 
shows that he is bucking some very rough weather. At the base of 
this statue is written: 

"TO THOSE WHO GO DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS" 

It was erected by the citizens of Gloucester in memory of 
those who have given their lives while doing their duty as 
fishermen. It also reminds us that the business of fishing requires 
both skill and courage. 
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Those Who Go Down to the Sea in Ships 


Compiled % 
fst&er Croc&ett Wornom 




Then the Master, 

With a gesture of command. 

Waved his hand; 

And at the word. 

Loud and sudden there was heard. 

All around them and below. 

The sound of hammers, blow on blow. 
Knocking away the shores and spurs. 
And see! She stirs! 

She starts - she moves - she seems to feel 
The thrill of life along her keel. 

And, spurning with her foot the ground. 
With one exulting, joyous bound. 

She leaps into the ocean's arms! 

Henry 

Wadsworth 

Longfellow 
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Joseph Crockett was born (1781) in Accomack County, Virginia, 
and he and his wife, Sarah Long, moved to Crab Neck in 1812. A 
large Crocket family descended from this couple, too large to 
describe in detail here. They were very influential in Seaford, in 
general, and in the Zion Church, specifically. The chart below is an 
abbreviated lineage chart useful for tracing the land ownership. 

Toseph Crockett, d. 1829 

I 

Whittington, b.1794 

1 

Robert, b. 1829 Cary Wash, b.1817 Tohn Tvler. b.1820 Fred, b. 1834 

| (Louisiana) 

Cary Washington Tr., b.1853 A Tefferson Tvler, b.1853 
Ferdinand Crockett, b. 1866 -J 

Tudson b. 1878 


A table of Crockett registered voters is shown below. 


Voters 

Reg. Date 

Birth 

Age 

Occupation 






R.W. Crockett 

Aug. 30,1902 

Jan. 25,1829 

74 

Farmer 

T.J. Crockett 

Sept. 2,1902 

July 18,1825 

77 

Farmer 

E.W. Crockett 

Sept. 6,1902 

Aug. 8,1851 

51 

Farmer 

J.F. Crockett 

Sept. 10,1902 

Nov. 29,1832 

70 

Merchant 

J.T. Crockett 

Sept. 11,1902 

Mar. 28,1852 

50 

Oyster Planter 


Mrs. Willey Wright Tabb (wife of deceased Benjamin Wright) 
sold 100 acres to Joseph Crockett in 1814. Seaton Elliott bound the 
purchased property on the northwest, Robert Armistead on the 
northeast, and John A. Rogers on the southeast. The Joseph Crockett 
home place was just north of the cove/man made canal separating 
Sparrer and Crockett Roads. A Crockett graveyard was covered with 
the dredged material when the canal was dug. An ownership map is 
shown on the next page. 







Ownership Map 


Green 

Point 


Comer 
line-Crab 
Neck Rd. 


Armistead 330 


Seaford, 


Chapman 175 


‘GayTree 

Point 


Bernard 

Elliott 180 


Rogers 


Seaton 

Elliot 45 


\ Joseph Crockett 100 Chisman 6 W° 


Crab & Bay Tree Necks ca. 1814 


In 1829 Whittington Crockett inherited the 100 acres of land 
from his father Joseph Crockett. In 1843 Whittington Crockett 
purchased the Adduston (7) Rogers land. 

In 1847 Edmund T. Wynn, as a commissioner, sold the Elliott 
estate (owned by his widow Elizabeth Elliott Wright and surveyed at 
156 acres in 1832) to John Tyler Crockett, son of Whittington Crockett. 
In 1845 Cary Crockett (born 1817), son of Whittington Crockett, 
began purchasing from his father the land (102 acres) purchased from 
William Adduston Rogers estate. 

Cary Crockett lived in the John Rogers house, which was off 
present-day Hansford Lane. John Tyler Crockett (and grandson 
Judson) lived at the end of present-day August Drive. Jefferson Tyler 
Crockett lived at the end of present-day Blanton Drive, which is off 
Kenneth and Raymond Drives. Ferdinand Crockett (born 1866 and 
great grandson of Whittington) lived at the end of Chisman Point 
Road off of Sparrer Road. An ownership map is shown next. 
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Ownership Map 


oListu 


Mills/ 

Montgomery 6 ' 


!> Ironmonger 330 


Seaford, 


Ironmonger 1 


BaylVee 

Point 


Crockett 102 


John Tyler 
Crockett 156 


Davis 15 


Whittington 

Crockett 100 


Wynne 676 / 400 / 350 


Crab & Bay Tree Necks ca. 1847 



Jefferson Tyler Crockett 
Bom 1852 


Virginia Ann (Dawson) Crockett 
Bom 1858 


Married 1877 

































































Back row L to R: Bell 
Lindsay Crockett, 
Judson Lee Crockett, 
Bell Crockett (Wood), 
Ferdinand D. 

Crockett, Sarah 
Elizabeth Crockett, 
Virginia Anne 
Dawson Crockett, 
Elizabeth Crockett 
Sparrer, and Isaac W. 
Sparrer. Middle row 
L to R: Judson LeRoy 
Crockett, Wiley Phaup 
Crockett, Joe Crockett, 
and Willie Pullen. 
Front row L to R: 
Mattie Crokett 
(Worthington), Lillian 
Crockett Foster, and 
Louise Crockett Hogg. 



Above: Home of Judson and Bell Crockett built about 1913. 
Below: Home of Jefferson Tyler and Virginia Ann Dawson 
Crockett (1877 marriage). 


Back row L to R: 
Jefferson Tyler 
Crockett, Virginia 
Dawson Crockett, 
Charles Palfrey, Lizzie 
Crockett Sparrer, Issac 
Sparrer, Judson L. 
Crockett, Bell Lindsay 
Crockett, Syphe 
Crockett, Lois 
Crockett, Bell 
Crockett, Mrs. 
Robinson. Middle 
row L to R: Madeline 
Sparrer, Eunice 
Sparrer, Wiley 
Crockett, Roy 
Crockett. Front: 

Esther Crockett. 
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Back Row, L to R: 
I.W. Sparrer, Lizzie 
Sparrer, Jefferson 
Crockett, Virginia 
Crockett, Bell 
Crockett, Mrs. 
Robinson, Bell 
Wood, Floyd 
Wood. Front Row, 
L to R: Eunice 
Sparrer, Madeline 
Sparrer, Esther 
Crockett, Wiley 
Crockett, Roy 
Crockett. 


A family gathering at I.W. and Lizzie Sparrer home, 1915. 


A 1937 aerial photo of land north of Chisman Creek and east of 
Goose Creek, and annotated with Crockett owners. 



John Rogers/Cary 
Crockett/Baker 
Hansford House 


Seaford Road 


Crockett 

Road 


Wildey 

Road 


Ferdinand 

Crockett 


Chisman 

Creek 


Cary Crockett 
^previously 
Whittington 
Crockett and 
Rogers) 

Whittington 

Crockett 

(previously 

Joseph 

Crockett, Ben 

Wright and 

Rogers) 

Edmund T. 
Wynne 
(previously 
Chisman) 
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A 1937 aerial photo of land east of Goose Creek and annotated with 
Crockett owners. 



Middle Field 


Sparrer 


Road 


Goose 


Creek 


August Drive 
(new name) 

John Tyler Crockett, and 
Judson and Willie Bell 
Lindsay Crockett in 1937 


John Tyler Crockett 
Land (previously 
Wright, Elliott, Moss, 
Rogers, lies and 
Chisman) 


A view across Goose Creek from the Judson Crockett home place. 
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Formerly 

F.D. 

Crockett 

land 






Birdie Crockett, 
adopted daughter of 
Ferdinand, now 
Douglas Crockett 


Tavie Crockett 
Russell sold this 
land to Shield. 
She inherited it 
fromJ.F. 
Crockett 


Douglas Crockett 
rescued some of 
the tombstones. 
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Plat of the Property of 

Land Formerly Belonging to Crocket Descendants 

































Crockett Cemetery 


e** 


7 - Leonard (son of Cary Jr.) 
b. 1878, d. 1900 


1 - J.F. Crockett and wife Ellen 


2 - Lee Crockett (no stone) 


8 - Mary (2 nd wife of Whittington 
Crockett) b. 1803, d. 1875 


3 - Marshall Davis (no stone) 


9 - Sarah L. (1 st wife of Whittington 
Crockett) b. 1793, d. 1847 


4 - Mary Virginia (married 
Giddings) 1837 


10 - Mary E. (wife of C.W. 
Crockett) b. 1827, d. 1903 


5 - Whittington (son of Joseph & 
Sarah) b. 1794, d. 1876 


6 - C.W. Crockett, Sr. b.1817, d. 1900 


11 - Cary Crockett, Jr. b. 1853 
d. 1881 


Photos of the Jefferson T. and Virginia Ann Dawson Crockett home 
Next page: Judson Lee Crockett and horse "Bonnie". 

Judson was bom April 21,1878 and died Feb. 26,1936. 
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A scaled down model replica of 
vessel used by Judson Leroy 
and Wiley P. Crockett who 
fished the Chesapeake Bay and 
rivers. In remembrance of all 
local fishermen, the vessel is 
named the Chesapeake Fisherman 
of Yorktown, Virginia. Garland 
Hogge, Jr., a descendent of 
Joseph Crockett of Seaford, built 
and gave this model to the 
Yorktown Watermen's 
Museum. Appreciation is 
expressed to the Yorktown 
Watermen's Museum for 
permission to take these 
photographs. 
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This and the following pages show documents pertaining to the 
J.T. Crockett oyster business. As the letterhead indicates he was a 
dealer, planter and shipper of oysters. 
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Rental Receipts for Oyster Grounds. 


INSPECTOR’S OFFICE 


... 190 . 


District No .. ... County, Va. 

RKCElVED of. . .. .S~ ..1. .. the man of 

... .i'..: .......... .... Dollars and.. . ... Cents 


for the rent of. 


acres of Oyster planting grounds for the year ending the 
..day of .... . t 190. . Said (pound is situated in the waters of 


and more particularly (tcsi/fnetted in the plot and survey recorded in the clerk's office of said county. 


^Inspector* 


District No. 


Above: Rental receipt dated 1905. Below: Receipts dated 1924 


F. 46 IMUI 100 cttdi. 


No. G545 


Commonwealth of Virginia 

COMMISSION OF FISHERIES 


District 


Rental Receipt for Oyster Grounds 

Nol.iS... Date. — f . . .. 

ICR1VED of. V..+...U . —Iz . .. -the sum of $. 

§ 3 1 * 0 ^ m 

.... Dollars and,. ^ 


Total Amount 
deceived 


.County, Va. 


R EC El VEl 

. 13 y . Dollars O. . for the rent 

of of Oyster Planting Grounds for the year ending the 31st day of August, 192 

end . cents as penalty for not paying before Dee ember First. Said ground is 

situated in the waters of.*"..:..**. 4 ......../..*** .... *,.* 

_ <7 __________ 

and more particularly designated in the plat and survey recorded in the clerk's office of said county. 
INSPECTORS NOTE 

White ehect tp be given lilt parly paying' recital j , r . 

Yellow shpi*! tc* W sent to rvffirt of CntrurnsMoner of Fisherw*. .............. inspector, 

Flloe ihcrt *t» remain in hrw>k at In*wctor*s record. 


H 46—11 -1S-ZJ— 21 M) bki.-—SO act* eic'u 


1 „_.„ Commonwealth of Virginia „ . . 

No. t)54l> COMMISSION OF FISHERIES Received 

% 13* 1.3. 

Rental Receipt for Oyster Grounds 

District No.J.lc... Date.. Ul^t.LL^..—... County, Va. 

RECEIVED of .. - J the sum of . 

. A3 A? ^ ..* . Dollars ..— ..Cents, for the 

of .4.. v iy£-Q,aercs of Oyster Planting Grounds for the year ending the 31st day of August, 

tJ3 .1^..?.. and. y. :j3_. ..*, „cenfs as penalty for not paying before December First. Said ground is 

situated in the rooters of. #?£rr. f.C.Cl.?. '.^Vl j*,.. ....... 


Total Amount 
Received 


District 


and more particularly designated in the plat and survey recorded in tl\e clerk's office of said county * 

INSPECTORS NOTE * / it 

While sheet tp h* given tht party paring rental, \ / . 7 / / * f - 

Vdlow iliert to be sent to office nt Comtniiaifmer of FisheriEs. ..— .fir...— #*-** —— *1.. ....... in 

Blue shtn lo remain in lw>:tfc as Jimpee*™- 1 * record. 


. ** -» / aspect or. 
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award of number to undocumented motor vessel 


Department of Commerce 

BUREAU OF NAVIGATION 


Office of the Collector of Customs 

^ horfolk, I fa. 


Jo T* Crockett & Sons 
Seaford Va, 


In oompl lance with your appl 1 cat 1 on, numbe r 
awarded your power vessel. 


Is hereby 


This number must be painted on or firmly attached to each bow of 
the vessel, in such manner and color as to be distinctly visible and 
legible, and must be not less in size than 3 inches high and of pro¬ 
portionate width. They must be of the Arabic style and the letter of 
the block or Gothic type, lor example; 


Inclosed is a copy of the law requiring these numbers and also 
Department Circular Ho. 836, showing the equipment you must carry on 
your boat when she is being navigated* Failure to comply with ei4he: 
of these laws will involve the penalty provided* / jrft / 


Hespectfully 


8 inclosuros 


Dated 1919, a boat number is provided to J.T. Crockett. Notice the 


& Sons" in the address and the place-name "Seaford 


















































v> ^ r > 1 

ACKA*^ \ b- ^ «i h A VA \^ S 


^ IS* 
■^v/A. tN( 


»^t ' V x 


A.T. Moore (Andy) was a boat builder 
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Richmond, Va. 


L. Lichtenstein's Sons 


Fish Nettings and Twines 
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J.T. Crockett was involved with pound pole fishing as indicated 
by these two documents. 
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